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RSA – City Growth Commission 
 
Purpose of report 

 

For decision. 

 

Summary 

 

Members are asked to consider sponsorship of the independent City Growth Commission 
which has been established by the Royal Society of Arts (RSA). 
 
Jim O’Neill, Chair of the Commission, and Charlotte Aldritt, Secretary to the Commission, will 
be in attendance to discuss their work to date and the intended outcomes. 
 
 
 
 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that a sponsorship of £50, 000 is agreed. 

 

Action 

 

Officers to take forward as directed by members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:              Ian Hughes 

Position: Head of Programme (Growth and International) 

Phone no: 020 7664 3101 

E-mail: Ian.hughes@local.gov.uk  
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RSA – City Growth Commission  
 
Background 
 
1. In establishing the new Boards at the LGA, both the City Regions and People & Places 

Boards have been asked to consider the option of establishing (or joining) an 
independent Commission to examine the future contributions of English city- and sub-
regions to national prosperity. These Commissions would provide an independent 
voice to help influence thinking in the run-up to the 2015 election. 

 
Working with the Royal Society of Arts 
 
2. From the perspective of city regions, the Royal Society of Arts (RSA) has invited this 

Board to become a core partner of its independent City Growth Commission. This will 
examine how a fundamental devolutionary shift from the centre to cities could help 
drive growth in the UK. The particular emphasis of the Commission is on economic 
growth and in particular on the reforms that are required to the English labour market.  
The Commission’s work is already underway and it aims to deliver its findings before 
the annual conference season in the autumn. Details of the Commission’s work is 
attached.  

 
3. The Commission is currently sponsored by Core Cities, London Councils and the 

Greater London Authority. A number of independent Commissioners have been 
appointed, including significant voices from the business community. It is chaired by 
Jim O’Neill, the retiring Chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset Management. (Annex A 
sets out a full list of commissioners and work programme.) 

 
4. The RSA has developed similar independent Commissions in the past which have 

influenced government and other parties. For example, it has developed commissions 
on academies, crime and public service reform. Its work, 2020 Public Services, was 
typical of the RSA’s approach, building a wide consensus on the case for reform. 

 
Sponsorship of the RSA Commission 
 
5. The Commission has already started its research through a series of expert seminars, 

for example on the future of metro-regions skills policy. It also has a series of evidence 
sessions in cities around the country underway, including Manchester, London and 
Bristol, with more in the planning stages. The Commission has already attracted a high 
level of national media interest and political profile. 

 
6. Through the Board’s sponsorship, the LGA would be a core partner of the Commission 

and the RSA would test its emerging ideas with members at future Board meetings or 
through specific seminars. In co-sponsoring the commission, the Board would be 
supporting an authoritative business-led voice for stronger city regions.   

 
7. It is suggested that a sponsorship of £50,000 is agreed. 
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Work of the People & Places Board 
 
8. The People & Places Board is establishing its own independent commission on 

economic growth and the future of public services in non-metropolitan England. It will 
be chaired by Sir John Peace, the Chairman of Chartered Standard Bank and will 
report to LGA Conference in July. The People & Places Commission will review the 
economic, social and demographic trends facing county areas and make 
recommendations about the most effective further steps which business and the public 
sector could take to maximise the potential of county areas for environmentally and 
socially sustainable growth, supported and underpinned by sustainable and efficient 
public services.  

 
9. It is suggested that the LGA could play an important role in brokering a relationship 

between the two Commissions to identify key areas of agreement and strengthen our 
collective lobbying for devolution to local areas. 

 


